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Lincoln Filene, Felix Warburg, Joseph 
Lee, David Ellis, and others. Three of 
the students spoke, as did Prof. Holmes 
and Prof. Hanus. The latter was hon- 
ored as the founder of the work in edu- 
cation at Harvard, 24 years ago. 

Two meetings at the educational li- 
brary were given over to general discus- 
sions. At one, Dr. Ballou presented the 
Boston plan for rating of teachers; at 
the second he and Supt. Thompson pre- 
sented the questions raised at the Cincin- 
nati convention of superintendents. Gen- 
eral discussion followed. 

At the reception to new students in 
education, held by the chapter on Oct. 
29, the instructor in the theory and prac- 



tice of play; Mr. G. E. Johnson, was in- 
troduced to the members. 

Among our active membership are 
teachers from all parts of the United 
States, and from South Africa and Con- 
stantinople. One of our associate mem- 
bers is teaching in China, one in Bur- 
mah, one in Egypt, and two in Turkey. 

Further information about the activ- 
ities of the chapter will be found in the 
July Bulletin issued by the chapter, a 
copy of which was sent to each secretary. 

We send greetings to all the chapters, 
new and old, and we join in the renewed 
efforts put forth to achieve our high 
aims, and in the hopes of all of the mem- 
bers for a happy and profitable year. 



Missouri 
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On Friday, November 5 we arrived in 
Kansas City to attend the meeting of the 
Missouri State Teachers' Association. 
We had been in the city only a few hours 
when we learned that there was to be 
some kind of a meeting of Missouri 
Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa at the 
Muehlebach Hotel. The 6:00 o'clock 
hour had arrived and somehow we had 
a notion that our presence was needed at 
that meeting. We were shown up into 
the parlors of the Muehlebach, where 
forty-one of the Missouri brothers were 
just ready to sit down to a table of only 
40 capacity. Through some mysterious 
turn by the management of a well known 
law of space, when we sat down to the 
table, there was room for forty-two and 
more. Somehow the Missouri people 
have a way all their own of making you 
feel that there is lots of room for you, 
even when they are crowded and were 
not looking for you. What was it, a 
luncheon, a dinner, or a banquet? Par- 
don us, we have searched Webster in 
vain adequately to name it We started 
to. make a list of the number of courses 
and the contents of said courses. The 
last course is numbered Seven, accord- 
ing to our diary; but to keep a record- of 
the aforementioned contents was an im- 
possibility. We were not able even to 
get any assistance on this important mat- 



ter from Brother Diemer or Brother 
Bray to our left, nor from Brother 
Croan or Brother Noyer to our right, 
notwithstanding their willingness to help 
us. 

After the gorgeous gustatory program 
had finally come to its limits, Brother 
Geo. F. Narden, arose and advised us 
that there was more coming of slightly 
different nature. He then called on 
Brother Sipple, who was to speak as the 
spirit moved him. The latter seemed 
quite at home as an after-dinner speaker. 
Brother Sipple talked on the Relation 
Between Courses of Study and Examin- 
ation Questions. He read from the 
Course of Study for the State of Mis- 
souri, showing how intensely practical 
are the suggestions contained in it, and 
then he read some of the State Examina- 
tion questions that had been recently pro- 
pounded in the same subjects, and which 
showed that the questions were not at all 
in accord with the spirit of the Course 
of Study, but were of the type used in 
the examinations of two decades ago. 
An investigation of the matter had con- 
vinced him that the fault was not with 
the State Department, but with the 
schoolmen of the state. He had learned 
from the State Department that they 
were afraid to use modern questions for 
the reason that pupils could not pass ex- 
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aminations in them. He emphasized the 
fact that the State Department must of 
necessity be largely a reflection of the 
standards of the representative school- 
men of the state ; that as soon as our 
teaching conforms to the spirit of the 
Course of Study, our examinations will 
more nearly correspond to the sugges- 
tions contained in the Course. The pres- 
ent Course of Study is one which is in- 
tended to direct toward social efficiency 
and we are in a large measure failing to 
make our instruction function in the so- 
cialization of the pupil. 

Brother Sipple's subject was then dis- 
cussed by several of the others, all of 
whom were agreed that he had analyzed 
the situation about right, that they them- 
selves were the ones who must take the 
responsibility for the present conditions. 
The Phi Delta Kappa men of Missouri 
appear to us to be equal to the task which 
they have set before themselves ; namely, 
to pull together in support of the State 
Department toward a better functioning 
of the teaching processes. 

The Toastmaster called upon several 
of the brothers from other chapters. 
Among those" was W. S. Learned (Har- 
vard), who is with the Carnegie Founda- 
tion. He spoke of the Spirit of Phi 
Delta Kappa. He said "The spirit of 
Phi Delta Kappa is the spirit of service." 
and "The harder you work the more you 
live." "I want to wear out in my profes- 
sion." The message from Harvard was 
good to us of the Central West for it 
voiced the sentiment that prevails with 
us. 

Brother Barton gave a brief report of 
the meeting of the National Council. He 
said that the Council had done a great 
deal of constructive work and that every- 
thing it had done should be given a thor- 
ough and conscientious trial. 

These were present: 
G. W. Diemer (Mo.), Supt., Excelsior 

Springs. 
M. J. Bray (Mo.), Prof. Chemistry, 
Kirksville Normal. 

C. A. Phillips (Chgo.), Prof. Education, 
Warrensburg State Normal. 

W. W. Hawkins (Kan.), Instr. German, 
University of Kansas. 

D. A. Bickel (Mo.), Supt., Milan. 



C. H. McClure (Mo.), Prof. History, 
Warrensburg State Normal. 

E. T. Kelley (Mo.), Prof. History, Uni- 
versity of Missouri, Columbia. 

L. H. Bell (Mo.), Teacher History and 
Chemistry, Moberly. 

Miles C. Thomas (Mo.) Supt., Centralia 

George F. Bush (Mo.), Manl. Train. & 
History, Carrolton. 

Burt W. Loomis (Mo.), Prof. Educa- 
tion, Tarkio College. 

George F. Narden (Mo.), Houghtin 
Mifflin Co., Columbia. 

Chas. A. Epperson (Mo.), Prof. Math., 
Kirksville State Normal. 

Charles A. Philgott (Mo.), Instr., Biol- 
ogy, K. C. Polytechnic Institute. 

Jay Barton (Mo.), Instr. Math., Jeffer- 
son City High School. 

Roy Ivan Johnson (Mo.), Instr. English 
Northeast H. S., Kansas City. 

L. R. Fuller (Mo.), Student, Columbia. 

Linwood Taft (Mo.), Prof. Education, 
Christian College, Columbia. 

Alfred H. Nolle (Mo.), Instr. German, 
University of Missouri. 

Herbert Pryor (Mo.), Supt., Mexico. 

B. C. Brons (Mo.), Asst. Prin. Central 
H. S., St. Joseph. 

James A. Robeson (Mo.), Supt., Pleas- 
ant Hill. 

Byron Crosby (Mo.), Prof. Math., 
Kirksville State Normal. 

Jas. S. Tippett (Mo.), Supt., Fayette. 

Abner Jones (Mo.), Peabody Fellow in 
Edn., University of Mo. 

J. D. Elliff (Mo.),'M. S. U, Columbia. 

I. S. Griff eth (Mo.) M. S. U, Columbia. 

R. E. White (Mo.), Instr. Math., North- 
east H. S., Kansas City. 

W. N. Westbrook (Mo.), Supt, Marys- 
ville. 

W. S. Learned (Harvard.), Carnegie 
Foundation. 

J. L. Meriam (Mo.), M.S.U., Columbia. 

A. H. Monsees (Mo.), Prin. Jefferson 
School, Kansas City. 

A. B. Cope (Chgo.), Prof. Edn., Cam- 
eron. 

C. B. Gentry (?), Prof. Agric, Spring- 
field State Normal. 

F. F. Thompson ( ?) , Prof. Ed., Spring- 
field State Normal. 

F. O. Spohrer (Mo.), Prof. Edn., C. W. 
C, Warrenton. 
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B. M. Little (Mo.), Supt, Lexington. 

A. S. Hurt (Mo.), Prin., Sugar Creek. 

E. M. Sipple (Mo.), Supt., Moberly. 

Ralph W. Noyer (Mo.), Instr. Public 
Spk., Kirksville State Normal. 

Melvin Croan (Kan.), Head Coml. De- 
partment, Excelsior Springs. 

and the writer. 



The Missouri brothers are live wires. 
Here's hoping that we may soon have 
another Alumni Chapter in the state of 
Missouri. They have it now almost ex- 
cepting in name, and we may expect 
some constructive work from the Mis- 
souri brothers. 

A. J. M. 



St. Louis Alumni 



The Phi Delta Kappa men of St. Louis 
got together last year and organized an 
Alumni Chapter. We immediately can- 
vassed our common needs in the school 
work of St. Louis and began co-opera- 
tive study. In the December Number of 
the "Elementary School Journal" will 
appear the tentative result of our first 
year's work on a writing scale. Besides 
continuing the work with the writing 
scale, we are undertaking a study of our 
spelling work this year, using the "Meas- 
uring Scale for Ability in Spelling" pub- 



lished by the Russell Sage Foundation. 
Each of our members is also engaged 
on one or more revision committees ap- 
pointed by Superintendent Blewett last 
year to revise the course of study. Nine 
of our members are school principals, 
one is a high school teacher and one is 
Secretary to the Superintendent. We 
represent the University of Missouri, 
the University of Indiana, the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, and Teachers College of 
Columbia. 

Geo. R. Johnson, Sec. 



California 



The first meeting of California Chap- 
ter was marked by the return to the Uni- 
versity, the smallest number of active 
men since the beginning of the Chapter. 
There were only ten active members, 
each of whom shares in the work of the 
Chapter. On November twentieth ten 
candidates were initiated and one honor- 
ary member enrolled. Professor Alexis 
F. Lange, head of the Department of 
Education, and of the School of Educa- 
tion, had this last honor conferred upon 
him. About forty attended the banquet. 
The initiation was the best ever, Brother 
Watts playing the pipe-organ during the 
ceremony. 

The chapter is busily planning the 
work of its Service Bureau to aid the 
men in the field. It is also working out 
a financial system explained elsewhere in 
the magazine. Meetings are held every 
Saturday and are preceded by a lunch- 
eon. Arthur P. Watt, Sec. 



Solving the Financial Problem. 

George Kyte, Pres. California Chapter. 

Our national organization of the past 
has been very imperfect, because of three 
reasons. It lacked necessary centralized 
authority; its sources of finance were 
few and so insufficient that our National 
Fraternity appeared to be a decidedly 
cheap affair; and there was no official 
organ, a national magazine. Very pro- 
gressive strides were made by the last 
National Council meeting to remedy the 
existing conditions. It is now the duty 
of the Executive Committee and the 
Chapters to take the final steps in estab- 
lishing these things as they should be. 
With this idea in mind, I am presenting 
here the California Chapter's scheme for 
solving the financial problem in so far as 
it will be affected by a heavy National 
assessment. During the past few months, 



